AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The following listing of the claims replaces all previous listings. 
1.-56. (Canceled) 

57. (New) A method for processing checks, the method comprising: 

scanning a check drawn against an account associated with a consumer to capture 
information needed to create an ACH debit; 

automatically determining, based at least in part on the captured information, whether the 
check is eligible to be converted into an ACH debit, wherein the check is determined to be 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit when the check is a consumer check and the 
consumer has been notified that the check will be converted into an ACH debit; 

depositing the check at a financial institution a determination is made that the check is 
not eligible to be converted into an ACH debit; and 

creating an electronic file that contains the information needed to create an ACH debit 
when a determination is made that the check is eligible to be converted into an ACH debit. 

58. (New) The method of claim 57, further comprising: 
receiving, at a lockbox, an envelope that contains the check; and 
prior to scanning the check, removing the check from the envelope. 

59. (New) The method of claim 58, 

wherein the envelope includes a payment coupon that specifies a billing account number 
associated with the customer; 

wherein the method further comprises capturing the billing account number from the 
payment coupon; and 

wherein automatically determining whether the check is eligible to be converted into an 
ACH debit comprises determining, based at least in part on the billing account number and the 
captured information, whether the check is eligible to be converted into an ACH debit. 
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60. (New) The method of claim 58, wherein removing the check from the envelope 
comprises removing the check from the envelope at a site operated by a party other than the 
customer and other than a party to whom the customer wrote the check. 

61. (New) The method of claim 57, wherein automatically determining whether the check is 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit comprises determining that the check is not eligible to 
be converted into an ACH debit when a size of the check is not consistent with a size of a 
consumer check. 

62. (New) The method of claim 57, wherein automatically determining whether the check is 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit comprises determining that the check is not eligible to 
be converted into an ACH debit when a Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) line of the 
check has a length that is not consistent with a length of a MICR line of a check that is eligible to 
be converted into an ACH debit. 

63. (New) The method of claim 57, wherein scEinning the check to capture information 

needed to create an ACH debit comprises scanning the check to capture a routing/transfer (R/T) 
number printed on the check, an account number printed on the check, and a serial number of the 
check. 

64. (New) The method of claim 57, wherein creating the electronic file comprising creating 
the electronic file such that the electronic file is a National Automated Clearing House 
Association (NACHA) formatted file. 

65. (New) The method of claim 57, 

wherein the financial institution is a first financial institution; and 
wherein the method further comprises sending the electronic file to a second financial 
institution that uses the electronic file to originate an ACH debit. 

66. (New) The method of claim 65, wherein the first financial institution and the second 
financial institution are the same financial institution. 
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67. (New) The method of claim 57, wherein automatically determining whether the check is 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit comprises: 

determining that the check is not eligible to be converted into an ACH debit when a R/T 
number of the check is not active; 

determining that the check is not eligible to be converted into an ACH debit when the 
R/T number of the check is associated with a financial institution that does not participate in 
ACH transactions; and 

determining that the check is not eligible to be converted into an ACH debit when a 
length of an account number of the check is not valid. 

68. (New) The method of claim 57, wherein automatically determining whether the check is 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit comprises: 

determining whether an account number of the check includes a R/T number of a credit 
union and a credit union account number; 

converting the account number of the check into the R/T number of the credit union and 
the credit union account number when it is deteiTnined that the account number of the check 
includes the R/T number of the credit union and die credit union account number; and 

using the R/T number of the credit union to automatically determine whether the check is 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit. 

69. (New) The method of claim 57, 

wherein the method further comprises storing a table that associates R/T numbers with 
MICR line parsing formats; and 

wherein automatically determining whether the check is eligible to be converted into an 
ACH debit comprises: 

using the table to identify a MICR line parsing format associated with the R/T 
number of the check; 

identifying a check serial number of the check and an account number of the 
check by parsing the MICR line of the check using the identified MICR line parsing 
format; and 
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using the check serial number and the account number to determine whether the 
check is eligible to be converted into an ACH debit. 

70. (New) The method of claim 57, 

wherein automatically determining whether the check is eligible to be converted into an 
ACH debit comprises executing software that automatically determines whether the check is 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit; and 

wherein the method further comprises receiving an upgrade to the softw£ire, the upgrade 
enabling the software to more accurately determine whether checks are eligible to be converted 
into ACH debits. 

71. (New) The method of claim 70, further comprising: 

receiving an ACH administrative return associated with the check; and 
identifying a change to the software that, if such change had been applied to the software 
when the software determined that the check was eligible to be converted into a ACH debit, 
would have determined that the check was not eligible to be converted into an ACH debit, 
wherein the upgrade incorporates the change to the software. 

72. (New) The method of claim 70, further comprising: 

receiving a Notification of Change (NOC) associated with the check; and 
identifying a change to the software that, if such change had been applied to the software 
when the software determined that the check was eligible to be converted into a ACH debit, 
would have determined that the check was not eligible to be converted into an ACH debit, 
wherein the upgrade incorporates the change to the software. 

73. (New) The method of claim 57, further comprising destroying the check after a 
predetermined amount of time has passed after the check was converted into an ACH debit. 

74. (New) The method of claim 57, further comprising, prior to depositing the check at the 
financial institution when it is determined that the check is not eligible to be converted into an 
ACH debit, power encoding the check. 
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75. (New) The method of claim 57, further comprising: 
receiving an administrative return associated with the check; and 

in response to receiving the administrative return, automatically drafting a replacement 
document that replaces the check. 

76. (New) A method for processing checks, the method comprising: 

receiving, at an originating depository financial institution (ODFI), an administrative 
return associated with a check; 

in response to receiving the administrative return, automatically determining whether the 
check is eligible to be converted into an ACH debit, wherein the check is determined to be 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit when the check is a consumer check drawn against an 
account associated with a consumer who has been notified that the check will be converted into 
an ACH debit; 

converting the check into an ACH debit when a determination is made that the check is 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit; and 

using the ACH debit to re-present the check. 

77. (New) The method of claim 76, 

wherein the method further comprises storing a table that associates routing/transfer 
(R/T) numbers with MICR line parsing formats; and 

wherein automatically determining whether the check is eligible to be converted into an 
ACH debit comprises: 

using the table to identify a MICR line parsing format associated with the R/T 
number of the check; 

identifying a check serial number of the check and an account number, parsing the 
MICR line of the check using the identified MICR line parsing format; and 

using the check serial number and the account number to determine whether the 
check is eligible to be converted into an ACH debit. 

78. (New) A method for processing checks, the method comprising: 
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receiving a check at a point-of-sale; 

in response to receiving the check, extracting information from the check at the point-of- 
sale; 

transmitting the information to a remote location that determines whether the check is 
eligible to be converted into an ACH debit, wherein the check is determined to be eligible to be 
converted into an ACH debit when the check is a consumer check drawn against an account 
associated with a consumer who has been notified that the check will be converted into an ACH 
debit; 

receiving, from the remote location, a confirmation when it is determined at the remote 
location that the check is eligible to be converted into an ACH debit; 

receiving, from the remote location, a rejection when it is determined at the remote 
location that the check is not eligible to be converted into an ACH debit; 

converting the check into an ACH debit when the confirmation is received; and 

depositing the check when the rejection is received. 

79. (New) The method of claim 78, wherein the method further comprises power encoding 
the check when it determined at the remote location that the check is not eligible to be converted 
into an ACH debit. 

80. (New) An apparatus for processing checks, the apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving an envelope that contains a check drawn against an account 
associated with a consumer and a billing coupon that specifies a billing account number assigned 
to the consumer by a biller; 

means for extracting the check and the billing coupon from the envelope; 

means for scanning the check to capture a Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) 
line of the check and an amount of money specified by the check; 

means for scanning the billing coupon to capture the billing account number assigned to 
the consumer by the biller; 

means for determining whether a size of the check is consistent with a size of a consumer 

check; 
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means for determining whether a length of the MICR line of the check is consistent with 
a length of a MICR line of a check that is eligible to be converted into an Automated Clearing 
House (ACH) debit; 

means for extracting a routing/transfer (R/T) number from the MICR line of the check; 
means for storing a first table that associates R/T numbers with MICR line parsing 
formats; 

means for using the first table to identify a MICR line parsing format associated with the 
R/T number extracted from the check; 

means for identifying a check serial number of the check and an account number of the 
check by parsing the MICR line of the check using the identified MICR line parsing format; 

means for storing a second table that contains a set of R/T numbers that are active; 

means for using the second table to determine whether an R/T number of the check is 

active; 

means for storing a third table that contains a set of R/T numbers associated with 
financial institutions that do not accept ACH transactions; 

means for using the third table to determine whether the R/T number of the check is 
associated with a financial institution that does not accept ACH transactions; 

means for storing a fourth table that lists billing account numbers assigned by the biller to 
consumers who have refused to allow the biller to convert checks into ACH debits; 

means for using the fourth table to determine whether the consumer has refused to allow 
the biller to convert checks into ACH debits; 

means for depositing the check at a financial institution when: 

1 . a determination is made that the size of the check is not consistent with a size of a 
consumer check 

2. a determination is made that the length of the MICR line of the check is not 
consistent with a length of a MICR line of a check that is eligible to be converted 
into an ACH debit; 

3. a determination is made that the R/T number of the check is not active; 

4. a determination is made that the R/T number of the check is associated with a 
financial institution that does not accept ACH transactions; or 
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5. a deteraiination is made that the consumer has refused to allow the biller to 
convert checks into ACH debits; 
means for creating an electronic file that contains the information needed to create an 
ACH debit at least when: 

1. a determination is made that the size of the check is consistent with a size of a 
consumer check; 

2. a determination is made that the length of the MICR line of the check is consistent 
with a length of a MICR line of a check that is eligible to be converted into £in 
ACH debit; 

3. a determination is made that the R/T number of the check is active; 

4. a determination is made that the R/T number of the check is associated with a 
financial institution that does accept ACH transactions; and 

5. a determination is made that the consumer has not refused to allow the biller to 
convert checks into ACH debits; 

means for sending the electronic file to an originating depository financial institution that 
originates an ACH debit based on the electronic file; and 

means for receiving upgrades to the first table, the second table, the third table, and the 
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